Clovenfords & District Community Council
At the Clovenfords & District Community Council meeting on 9th January 2012 we resolved to write to the Boundary Commission for Scotland regarding their review of the Westminster Parliamentary Boundaries in the South of Scotland. 
Specifically we highlighted:- 
1) The long-standing relationship which has existed between our community and the neighbouring town of Galashiels (in the Berwickshire, Roxburgh and Selkirk constituency) and that there are similar historic links with the wider area of the old County of Selkirkshire.  Clovenfords has in the past, and still today, sees itself as a part of Selkirkshire.

2) That our school links are primarily with schools in the Berwickshire, Roxburgh and Selkirk constituency.  Most children from Clovenfords Primary School go to secondary schools in either Galashiels or Selkirk. Moreover, Clovenfords Primary school has a joint headship with Stow Primary School.

3) Our church shares its Minister with a church in Galashiels.

4) Because we are geographically closest to Galashiels, most residents in our village travel to that town for shopping, for leisure facilities, and for medical needs.

5) Both Clovenfords village and our wider community are serviced almost exclusively by tradespeople who come from Galashiels or Selkirk
However we noted the possibility that it could be interpreted that there was a party-political aspect to the alternative options of Clovenfords remaining in the Westminster Constituency of Berwickshire, Roxburgh and Selkirk or (as it lies in the local authority are of Tweeddale) being included in the new Constituency of Midlothian and Tweeddale.  As a Community Council we cannot and did not come to our decision on a party-political basis.

We also noted, and regret, that many in our community have become confused about what is proposed.  We wish to emphasise that the proposed change relates only to the Westminster Constituency and does not affect Clovenford’s position as a village in the local authority area of Tweeddale in the Scottish Borders, nor our position in the Holyrood Constituency of Midlothian South, Tweeddale and Lauderdale.
We believe that the view of the majority of the residents of Clovenfords is that our village should remain in the Westminster Constituency of Berwickshire, Roxburgh and Selkirk. For the reasons outlined above, this is the opinion of the Community Council.  Therefore we have asked that the Boundary Commission make a minor alteration to their proposed constituencies.

Stuart Bell,  Secretary

